Accountability Group—2008-03-31—Monday 6:30 p.m.

Philippians 1 (NIv)
'Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers!® and deacons:

’Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

31 thank my God every time I remember you. “In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray
with joy *because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, ®being confident
of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.

’It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I
am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me.
8God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

°And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, °so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until
the day of Christ, *!filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the
glory and praise of God.

12Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to
advance the gospel. 1*As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard!® and
to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. *Because of my chains, most of the brothers in
the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.

15Tt is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. **The
latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. '"The former
preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for
me while I am in chains.!) ®But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way,
whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, °for I know that through your prayers and the help given
by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.!*} 2°1
eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so
that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. *'For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain. 22If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor
for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! ?*I am torn between the two: I desire to depart
and be with Christ, which is better by far; **but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the
body. >Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in the faith, *®so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus
will overflow on account of me.

?’Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then,
whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand
firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel *®without being frightened in
any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that
you will be saved—and that by God. **For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only
to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, *°since you are going through the same struggle
you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.

Footnotes:

Traditionally bishops
Or whole palace
Some late manuscripts have verses 16 and 17 in reverse order.
Or salvation
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Spirituality- How is your walk in the Spirit?

Study-what have you been studying that has drawn you closer to God?

Action-what have you been doing for the Lord?

Closest to Christ-at what point this week, did you feel closest to Christ?

Call to discipleship-What is God calling you to do this week?

Discipleship denied-Where did you fail this week in your walk with Christ

My plan for this week-How are you going to do what God has called you to do?

Prayer time—

Answers to prayer—ijoys, praises and victories and challenges.—

Prayer concerns, struggles, needs for intercession—

What miracles have you seen?

What visions do you have/or have you had?

What did God do for you?
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Ephesians 6 (NIV)

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. *"Honor your father and
mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— ®'that it may go well with
you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."™ *Fathers, do not exasperate your
children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

>Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart,
just as you would obey Christ. °Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is
on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. “Serve
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, ®because you know that the
Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.

’And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you
know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no
favoritism with him.

'°Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. **Put on the full armor of
God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. **For our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may
be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. **Stand
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, *>and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. *°In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. *'Take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. ®And pray in the Spirit on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always
keep on praying for all the saints.

YPray also for me, that whenever | open my mouth, words may be given me so that
| will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, “°for which | am an ambassador
in chains. Pray that | may declare it fearlessly, as | should.

?ITychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything,
so that you also may know how | am and what | am doing. ’I am sending him to you
for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you.

»’peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. ?*Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.

Footnotes:
a. Ephesians 6:3 Deut. 5:16

Study Questions for next week— Philippians 1

What does this passage teach us about prayer?

What does this teach us about faith?

What does this teach us about unity?

What advice is given?

What stands out for me in this passage?

What is the Holy Spirit teaching me here?

How could | put this into practice?



http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Ephesians+6&niv=yes&submit=Lookup#fen-NIV-29325a
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Ephesians+6&niv=yes&submit=Lookup#en-NIV-29325

