How to share your faith without being a Jerk.
Step one—Pray—One lady’s prayer
Prayer—Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason I kneel before the Father, *from whom his whole family® in heaven
and on earth derives its name. !°I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, *’so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, ®may
have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep
is the love of Christ, °and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

2ONow to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, ?'to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Footnotes:

a. Or whom all fatherhood

Step two—Understand your faith

Know what you believe and why.

What is my faith? What do | believe?



http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Ephesians+3&submit=Lookup+Verse&niv=yes#fen-NIV-29251a
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Ephesians+3&submit=Lookup+Verse&niv=yes#en-NIV-29251

How has my faith affected my life?

My faith walk timeline.
|




Step Three—Follow the Leading of the Holy Spirit
Acts 8:26-40

Philip and the Ethiopian

?Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." ?’So he started out, and on his way he met
an Ethiopian®eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, ®and on his way
home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. *The Spirit told
Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."

*Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
"Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.

3"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to
come up and sit with him.

*2The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:
"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,

and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.
*In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.

Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth."™

**The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?" *Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and
told him the good news about Jesus.

% As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said,
"Look, here is water. Why shouldn't | be baptized?" *And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized
him. *When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip
away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. “’Philip,
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns
until he reached Caesarea.

Footnotes:

a. Acts 8:27 That is, from the upper Nile region

b. Acts 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8

c. Acts 8:36 Some late manuscripts baptized?" 37 Philip said, "If you believe with all
your heart, you may." The eunuch answered, "l believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God."


http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Acts+8%3A26-40&niv=yes&display_option=columns#fen-NIV-27193a
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Acts+8%3A26-40&niv=yes&display_option=columns#fen-NIV-27199b
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Acts+8%3A26-40&niv=yes&display_option=columns#fen-NIV-27202c
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Acts+8%3A26-40&niv=yes&display_option=columns#en-NIV-27193
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Acts+8%3A26-40&niv=yes&display_option=columns#en-NIV-27199
http://www.ibs.org/bible/verse/index.php?q=Acts+8%3A26-40&niv=yes&display_option=columns#en-NIV-27202

Analyze Philip’s instance of an impromptu witness.




Step Four—Building a relationship by the Love of Christ.

Appropriate

Not- Appropriate

Why build relationships?

Why focus on the love of Christ?

What is the purpose of the relationship?




Step Five—Actually sharing your faith—without being a Jerk!

We should be listening to others- before we open our mouth.

Know where they are in their walk of faith.

Let love be your guiding principle.

Remember that nothing you do will save them. That is what God does through Christ.__

Do not take their comments or rejection personally.

Be open and honest. Share your struggles and trials as well as your triumphs in faith._

Invite them to faith—It is not about twisting arms—God is loving them home. We are
not taking prisoners...Christ is setting them free.




